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R, W. Grand Lodge of F. & A. Masons 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

i 

At the Quarterly Grand Communication of the 

R. W. Grand Lodge of F. and A. Masons of Penn¬ 

sylvania, held on Wednesday, December 5, A.D. 

1889, A.L. 5889, the R. W. Grand Master, Brother 

Clifford P. MacCalla, formally announced the death 

of Past Grand Master Brother 

joHH thojviso^, 

and that Past Grand Master, Brother Samuel C. 

Perkins had been requested to prepare an address 

commemorative of our deceased Past Grand Master. 

Brother Perkins then read the following address, 

which, with the resolutions attached thereto, was 

unanimously approved and adopted by Grand Lodge. 





Right Worshipful Grand Master : 

At the Quarterly Grand Communication, held in 

December last, it was my privilege to offer a resolu¬ 

tion, which was unanimously adopted by Grand Lodge, 

sending fraternal greetings to Brother John Thomson, 

then the oldest living Past Grand Master of this 

Grand Lodge, with earnest prayers that he might be 

spared for yet many years ; and it was my pleasant 

duty, by appointment of the Right Worshipful Grand 

Master, personally to deliver to our venerable 

Brother the resolution. It was gratifying to note the 

satisfaction with which this mark of respect and affec¬ 

tion was received by him; and the memory of that 

pleasant interview and of the warm and deep interest 

expressed by him in the welfare of the Craft will long 

be cherished. 

And now, after a lapse of hardly a year, his death 

calls us to place upon record a memorial of our affec- 
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donate regard and esteem, and some tribute to the 

many virtues and excellencies of his life and character, 

that succeeding generations may know something of 

what they owe to his labors and his counsels in the 

administration of the affairs of the Fraternity, which, 

during his long Masonic career, had so greatly 

increased in magnitude and importance. He was the 

only man who ever filled all the elective offices of this 

Grand Lodge ; and his influence has left an impress 

upon its history which will be felt long after his 

death. 

John Thomson, our deceased Past Grand Master, was 

born August 14, 1799, at the N. W. corner of Penn 

and Lombard streets, in what was then the City of Phila¬ 

delphia proper, and his life was passed in the city of 

his birth. His grandfather, John Thomson, was a 

Scotchman from Leith, who had taken up land in 

the neighborhood of Fort Duquesne prior to the 

Revolution; but, upon returning from a visit to Scot¬ 

land, whither he had gone to bring over his family, the 

breaking out of the war led to his remaining in Phila¬ 

delphia, where they arrived in October, 1775, and made 

it their home. His father, William, was the second 

son, then a boy about six years old. Brother Thom¬ 

son learned the trade of an oak-cooper, serving his 

apprenticeship with his father ; and after attaining his 

majority he prosecuted the business for many years 
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with energy, industry and success. He retired from the 

business about thirty years ago. He was recognized 

and respected as a man among men, and his sterling 

character made his influence felt for good among his 

fellow-citizens. His active humanity and readiness to 

respond to the call of those in danger and peril, mani¬ 

fested itself conspicuously in the number of persons 

whom he had saved from drowning, for which his fre¬ 

quent presence upon the wharves of the city in the 

pursuit of his calling gave him many opportunities. 

In recognition of his gallant services the Humane 

Society presented him with a silver medal. 

He was instrumental in obtaining the original 

charter of the Southwark Bank under the old State 

Law, and was active in its management for many 

years. His sound judgment and prudence rendered 

him a valuable and efficient member of its Board of 

Directors. 

He took the interest of an intelligent and thought¬ 

ful citizen in political affairs, and in 1853 accepted the 

nomination for Mayor of the city, though with no hope 

of election, as the party with whom he was affiliated 

was then in a decided minority. A nomination for 

Congress, which in the First Congressional District of 

Pennsylvania, whose bounds included his residence, 

would have been equivalent to an election, he declined. 

His political views were firm and decided, and were 

the result of careful thought and study of principles ; 
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but he respected the opinions of others, and was with¬ 

out bitterness in his party affiliations, and had the 

esteem and regard of his opponents. 

Just prior to the breaking out of the late Civil War, 

he joined in the formation of the Six-Penny Saving 

Fund, of which he was elected President, and served as 

such until, owing to the disturbed state of the finances 

of the country, the Directors decided that it was best 

to wind up the affairs of the institution, which were 

liquidated honorably without the loss of a penny to 

any of the depositors. 

He was an earnest and efficient Manager for many 

years in the Southern Dispensary, an institution of 

great usefulness in the alleviation of sickness and dis¬ 

tress among the poor in the southern portion of the 

city. 

His Masonic career included a period of over sixty- 

two years, from April, 1827, when he was initiated in 

Lodge No. 51, in this city, till the day of his death, 

October 23, 1889. He took the degrees of Fellow 

Craft and Master Mason in May and June of the same 

year in which he was initiated. His regular atten¬ 

dance upon the meetings of his Lodge, his careful and 

intelligent study of the work, and his accuracy and 

ability in comprehending not only the details of the 

work, but its symbolic meanings, led to his election as 

Worshipful Master in 1833, after having served in 
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preceding offices, both those of appointment and those 

depending upon election. He was elected, in 1859, 

Secretary of the Lodge, serving, by annual reelection, 

till 1864, when he was elected Treasurer and served 

in that office for five successive years, until 1869, when 

he declined a reelection. 

His capacity for business and his faithful devotion to 

the interests of the Craft, with a thorough understand¬ 

ing of the relations of the subordinate Lodges to the 

Grand Lodge, had in the meantime attracted the 

attention of his Brethren, who elected him, in 1841, 

Grand Treasurer, in which office he served continu¬ 

ously, by annual reelection, till 1853. His adminis¬ 

tration of the finances of Grand Lodge was character¬ 

ized by strict fidelity, wise and prudent methods and 

great judgment. In December, 1856, he was elected 

Junior Grand Warden, and was reelected for the suc¬ 

ceeding year; in December, 1858, he was elected 

Senior Grand Warden, and in December, 1859, Deputy 

Grand Master, and again in December, i860 ; and in 

1861 and 1862 he was elected R. W. Grand Master, 

but declined being a candidate for another term in 

1863. 

In 1867, his services were again called into active 

requisition by his election to the office of Grand Sec¬ 

retary, and for thirteen successive years, until 1881, 

when he declined an election for another term, he dis¬ 

charged the arduous and delicate duties of that 
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responsible office to the entire satisfaction of the Craft 

throughout the jurisdiction. 

In Royal Arch Masonry Brother Thomson received 

the M. E. M. degree, September, 1836, in Columbia 

Holy R. A. Chapter, No. 91, of this city, and was 

exalted November of the same year. In 1838, he was 

elected High Priest of the Chapter. 

For sixteen years, from 1843 to 1859 inclusive, he 

was Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter, by suc¬ 

cessive annual elections. He declined a reelection in 

i860, when, on motion of P. G. H. P. Benjamin 

Parkes, a resolution of thanks to Brother Thomson 

was unanimously adopted, for the satisfactory dis¬ 

charge of his duties, and setting forth that “ The 

accuracy and fidelity which have characterized all his 

official acts, with the uniform exemplary deportment 

which has marked his character as a Companion, has 

endeared him to all the Craft and won that good name 

which is better than precious ointment.” 

He had also served in appointed offices and upon 

important Committees of Grand Chapter. 

Brother Thomson never took any degrees in 

Masonry beyond the Royal Arch. 

His selection for positions of honor and office in 

the subordinate as well as in the Grand Bodies of the 

Fraternity, was due solely to the spontaneous acknowl¬ 

edgment of his Brethren and Companions of his 
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eminent fitness for the discharge of the duties which 

would be incumbent upon him, and their confidence 

that he would in every position be faithful and true, 

and reflect honor upon the Fraternity. His varied 

and long-continued labors and services in every branch 

of Ancient Craft Masonry, through the long years of 

his Masonic career, were marked by industry, accuracy* 

zeal, loyalty to the principles of the Craft, wise judg¬ 

ment, prudence, a spirit of true fraternal instinct, and 

a uniform patience, kind consideration for others, 

courtesy and unswerving fidelity. 

In the fundamental principle of the Masonic faith— 

a belief in the one only living and true God, the 

Supreme Architect of the Universe—Brother Thomson 

was well and firmly grounded. He placed his depen¬ 

dence upon the Divine aid and guidance. His 

addresses as Grand Master made special reference to 

his earnest faith in this direction. The closing words 

of his inaugural address upon St. John’s Day, 

December 27, i860, may well be repeated in this con¬ 

nection: 

“Acknowledging as our Supreme Head the great I 

AM, we commit ourselves and our dearest interests to 

His holy keeping. By Him supported, may the cold 

hand of death make no vacant chair or vacant seat 

among us in the coming year; but through His good¬ 

ness may we be enabled to meet again on our anni- 
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versary to praise Him, to love the Brethren, and to 

honor the Craft.” 

Again, a year later, at his installation as Grand 

Master for his second term, he said: 

“ I cannot close without first acknowledging, as we 

do, the existence of a Supreme Being, and a firm and 

steadfast reliance upon the Author of all good. We 

now invoke His blessing and protection.” 

He was modest and unassuming in his demeanor, 

ever kindly in his disposition, a steadfast friend ; and 

while decided in his opinions, which were carefully 

formed and firmly maintained, yet he held them with¬ 

out harshness or dogmatic assertion and with‘respect 

for those who might differ from him in judgment. 

Lodge No. 340, at Duffryn Mawr, Chester county, is 

named after our deceased Past Grand Master, 

“ Thomson Lodge,” and its name should ever admon¬ 

ish its members that they should earnestly strive to 

emulate his virtues. 

By the liberality of his own Lodge, No. 51* Grand 

Lodge is in possession of a very fine and character¬ 

istic portrait, in oil, of Brother Thomson, painted by 

Mrs. Jessie S. Wilson, and which now adorns the walls 

of Ionic Hall in this magnificent building, in whose erec¬ 

tion, from the very beginning of the undertaking, he 

took the deepest and most active interest, and at the 

laying of whose corner-stone, in 1868, as well as at its 
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dedication, in 1873. he took official part as Right Wor¬ 

shipful Grand Secretary. 

Personally I had the highest esteem and respect, 

and, it may be added, a warm and strong affection for 

our departed Past Grand Master. He was always 

ready with a kindly, considerate word of advice and 

caution and a cheerful encouragement. His counsel 

was never refused, and was always wise and prudent. 

With deepest gratitude do I recall the strength and con¬ 

fidence it gave me when the responsibilities of adminis¬ 

tration of the Craft in this jurisdiction rested upon 

myself, to know that I could always rely upon the 

strong, well-balanced judgment and Masonic expe¬ 

rience, skill and knowledge of Brother John Thomson 

for aid. 

By his own desire, his funeral was a quiet one. It 

was attended by his own Lodge and by many of the 

Past and present officers and members of Grand 

Lodge and by a large number of relatives and friends. 

The funeral services were conducted in the Presbyte¬ 

rian Church in the immediate vicinity of his residence, 

where his family had attended ; and his remains were 

committed to the grave in Woodland cemetery, where 

the evergreen emblem of immortality was deposited 

upon his coffin by the Brethren of the Craft present. 

Right Worshipful Grand Master, I offer the follow¬ 

ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That in the death of R. W. P. G. M. 
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John Thomson the Grand Lodge of Free and 

Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania have lost one of 

the most useful, revered, eminent, loyal and faithful 

members of the Craft, who, in the discharge of the 

duties of the many offices of honor and responsibility 

which he filled, culminating with the Oriental Chair, 

ever displayed a wise, prudent and abiding devotion 

to the true and best interests of the Fraternity in this 

jurisdiction. 

Resolved, That Grand Lodge will ever cherish his 

memory with affectionate regard, as of one whose 

fidelity and many noble qualities are worthy of imita¬ 

tion, in the fraternal effort to “best work and best 

agree.” 

Resolved, That Grand Lodge sincerely sympathizes 

with the family and relatives of our departed Brother 

in their sorrow at his loss. 

Resolved, That as a token of respect to his memory 

the Grand Lodge room and the jewels of the Grand 

Officers be placed in mourning for six months. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be printed and 

copies sent to the family of Brother Thomson, to the 

subordinate Lodges of this jurisdiction, and to the 

Grand Lodges with whom the Grand Lodge is in cor¬ 

respondence. 






